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1 . (Currently Amended) A box for transporting hot food, the box having a top, a 
bottom an inside and an outside, and adapted to house the hot food while maintaining a 
portion off of the bottom of the box, the box comprising: 

a plurality of ribs, secured to a plurality of bases, 

at least ± one of said plurality of bases is adhered to the bottom of the box, 

the plurality of ribs are selectively moveable between a storage position and a support 

position, the storage position being substantially flat relative to said bottom and said 

support position configured to maintain a portion of the hot food off of the bottom of the 

box but below the top of the box and being substantially perpendicular relative to said 

bottom; 

a connector coupled to integral with at least one of said plurality of ribs and configured 
to extend from the inside of the box to the outside of the box, wherein the connector is 
configured to simultaneously move the plurality of ribs between the storage position and 
the support position; and to prevent the ribs from moving back to the storage position by 
mating with the box. 

2. (Original) The pizza box according to Claim 1 wherein the top of the box includes 
tabs extending from the top wherein at least one of the tabs has a cut out portion 
coinciding with said connector. 

3. (Original) The pizza box according to Claim 1 further having at least one side, 
wherein the one side has a slit therein and wherein the connector is configured to extend 
through the slit. 
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4. (Original) The pizza box according to Claim 1 further having at least a front side, 
wherein the front side has a slit therein and wherein the connector is configured to extend 
through the slit. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Original) The pizza box according to Claim 1 wherein the plurality of ribs have a 
top portion, and wherein the connector is connected to the plurality of ribs at the top 
portion. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Original) The pizza box according to Claim 1 wherein at least two of said 
plurality of ribs are connected together. 

1 1 . (Original) The pizza box according to Claim 1 wherein at least two of said 
plurality of bases are connected together. 

12. (Amended) A method of supporting a pizza in a pizza box comprising: 
connecting a plurality of ribs to a bottom of the box; wherein at least one of the plurality 
of ribs are coupled to is integral with a common connector; 

simultaneously moving the plurality of ribs with the common connector from a 
substantially flat position relative to the bottom to a substantially perpendicular position 
relative to said bottom, and 

pulling the common connector to an outside portion of the box and locking the common 
connector against an outside of the box; and, 

supporting an item of food directly on the ribs and below a top of the box. 


3 


Express Mail Label No.: EV 781048725 US 
Date of Deposit: December 12, 2005 


Appln. No. 10/681,981 


13. (Original) The method according to Claim 10 wherein the outside portion of the 
box includes a front of the box. 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Original) Apparatus for supporting hot food in a delivery box having a top a 
bottom and a plurality of walls, said apparatus comprising: 

a blank of material, configured to be adhered to the bottom of the box, having a plurality 
of horizontal and vertical cuts therein; 

wherein the horizontal cuts form a plurality of rib/base pairs and the vertical cuts form a 
pull tab coupled to the plurality of rib/base pairs only by the ribs; 
wherein at least two of the horizontal cuts partially separate at least two of the ribs from 
at least two of the bases; 

wherein the pull tab is configured to mate with the box after it is pulled; and, 

wherein the pull tab is configured to simultaneously rotate at least two of the ribs from a 

substantially flat position to a substantially perpendicular position. 
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